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FOREST PRODUCTS COMMISSION � AUSTRALIAN FORESTRY STANDARD CERTIFICATION 
Statement by Minister for Forestry 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Blackwood-Stirling � Minister for Forestry) [9.08 am]: I take the opportunity to tell 
the house about the recent achievement of the Forest Products Commission. FPC has recently acquired the 
coveted Australian Forestry Standard certification. This means that consumers who buy wood products from 
Western Australia�s native karri forests can now be assured that their product comes from a responsibly and 
sustainably managed forest. The certification recognises the FPC�s performance against nine criteria covering 
the forest management system; public participation; protection of biodiversity; maintenance of productive 
capacity; maintenance of ecosystem health and vitality; protection of water sources; maintenance of the forests� 
contribution to carbon cycles; the protection of Indigenous and non-Indigenous heritage values; and the 
maintenance of long-term social and economic benefits. 

Certification was awarded after a certification audit by an independent, accredited auditing company, and FPC is 
subject to follow-up independent audits on a regular basis. Achieving this certification is a great marketing tool 
for WA timber, as it assures customers that the karri product they have purchased�for example, a dining room 
table, a bookcase or floor boards�is from a sustainable, well-managed forest. It also supports the Australian 
workforce.  

Caring for the environment is a top priority for customers as well as for FPC because without a well-managed 
forest, it does not have a business. Acquiring this certification is a rigorous process that has required continuous 
improvement in forest management. The FPC�s karri management activities, from preparation through to 
harvesting, haulage and regeneration, are closely monitored and reviewed to ensure they meet strict standards. 

FPC has listened to the buyers of its logs, who, in turn, have listened to their customers who want wood products 
from a sustainable source. This is a positive step for both FPC and the WA timber industry. Consumers already 
appreciate that timber is a renewable resource and now they are seeking evidence that the resource is truly 
sustainable. This independent recognition of the sustainability of karri harvesting carried out by FPC is an 
important step forward for our industry. Compliance with the AFS, verified by independent auditors, will help 
the WA timber industry to compete in domestic and international markets. AFS certification for karri was the 
precursor to receiving comprehensive accreditation for all of FPC�s forestry operations, including jarrah, marri, 
sandalwood and plantations. The AFS is an internationally-recognised standard as it is endorsed by the 
Programme for Endorsement of Forest Certification, the world�s largest certification organisation.  
 


